COCOON removal/cleaning
Once a tool has been selected, unscrew the Perspex
screen to expose the nesting cavities. Insert your
selected tool into the end of an occupied cavity,
gently maneuvering it behind the last cocoon and the
wood underneath. Once the tool is in place
underneath a cocoon, pull the tool towards you to
lever it out. Repeat until all cocoons are removed.
When only detritus and parasitized cells remain, scrub
all channels clean with a wire brush. Once channels are
free of detritus, smooth with sandpaper if necessary.
We recommend applying a heat treatment to the
drawer in order to sterilise the nesting cavities before
re-use. After cleaning, place drawer in a hot oven or
pass a blowtorch flame along each of the channels to
ensure no microscopic pests remain. Allow to cool
completely before re-attaching the Perspex screen.

OBSERVATION
DRAWERS

If there’s something
t, head
you’re unsure abou
r FAQ!
online and visit ou

www.masonbees.co.uk/faq
All text and images © 2020, MasonBees Limited
‘Maisy B’ artwork © 2020, Kat Whelan / Kat Whelan Illustrations

Welcome Thank you for purchasing an Observation Drawer. This drawer is an observable nesting
space for cavity-nesting solitary bees, designed for use with our Bee Lodge and/or Bee Unit products.
INSTALLATION Observation drawers are supplied ready-to-use - simply place into an empty shelf
space inside your Bee Lodge or Bee Unit when solitary bees are active. (March – October in UK).
BEES TO EXPECT The precise range of visiting species will depend on your location and
microclimate, though the diameter of the nesting cavity can help to determine which groups of bees will
nest inside. Our table below lists some of the different groups of bees you may encounter in our three
drawer sizes:
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6mm

Heriades (Resin bees), Hylaeus (Yellow-face bees), Osmia (Mason bees)

8mm

Osmia (Mason bees), Megachile (Leafcutter bees), Coelioxys (Sharp-tail bees)

10mm

Megachile (Leafcutter bees), Osmia (Mason bees), Anthidium (Wool-Carder bees)

RESPONSIBLE USE Solitary bees generally look for low-light environments to deposit their
young and we should respect this. While in use, it’s important that drawers should remain inside a shelf
space, in the dark, for 99% of the time. Only remove the drawers for observation purposes occasionally and
for no more than a a few minutes each time in order to minimise the disturbance for any nesting bees.
OCCUPIED DRAWERS When nesting activity has ceased for the year, or if all the nesting
channels have been completed, drawers of all sizes should be moved to a dry, pest-free garage or shed
and stored in the dark for several weeks before the Perspex screen can be removed. All bees follow the
same developmental pattern, (egg – larvae – pupae - adult), but the rate at which this occurs can vary
hugely between different species taking anywhere from weeks to months to years!
What to do with your occupied drawer(s) in the Autumn will entirely depend on the species nesting inside
the cavities, though options can be broken down into one of two actions:
a) Remove Perspex and extract cocoons; overwinter in a breathable container.
b) Leave Persepex in place; overwinter cocoons inside the drawer, observe regularly.
COCOON REMOVAL Before unscrewing the Perspex lid, you’ll need to find a tool to help with
extracting the cocoons inside. Your tool should be narrow enough to fit underneath the cocoons, and rigid
enough to lever them out without bending/breaking, e.g. the tip of a small paintbrush handle.

